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A Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving for
Shahbaz Bhatti
9 September 1968–2 March 2011
Federal Minister for Minorities, Pakistan

All Pakistan Minorities Alliance

Thursday 17 March 2011
6.30 pm
Shahbaz Bhatti

9 September 1968–2 March 2011
Shahbaz Bhatti devoted his life to furthering the rights of Pakistan’s minority groups, advocating human equality, religious freedom, and social justice.

Born to Roman Catholic parents in Lahore, whilst still at university Bhatti founded the Christian Liberation Front to promote tolerance and restore the rights of Pakistan’s religious minorities.  A lifelong campaigner for reform of the country’s blasphemy laws, he went on to become a founding member and elected chairman of the All Pakistan Minorities Alliance—a coalition of minority representatives and NGOs—and as a member of the Pakistan Peoples Party rose to ministerial level in 2008 as Minister for Minorities.  His political achievements in office included advocating a five per cent minorities quota in government jobs, the first minority seats in Pakistan’s Senate, and a twenty-four hour helpline for minority communities.  Through all this he still made time to support local Christian communities under threat of attack from religious extremists, denouncing violence and terrorism, and ever seeking interfaith-harmony and dialogue between communities.

Deriving great strength from his own Christian faith, Shahbaz Bhatti never ceased to speak out against the blasphemy laws, seeking to negotiate statutory amendments even in the face of death threats.  As one willing to lay down his life, he will be remembered for promoting peace, unity, and tolerance for all:  ‘[Jesus] has given me power and wisdom and motivation to serve suffering humanity.  I follow the principles of my conscience, and I am ready to die and sacrifice my life for the principles I believe.’
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The whole of the church is served by a hearing loop.  Users should turn their hearing aid to the setting marked T.

Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using private cameras, video, or sound recording equipment.  Please ensure that mobile phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are switched off.
The service is conducted by The Reverend Andrew Tremlett, Canon of Westminster and Rector of St Margaret’s Church.
The organ is played by James McVinnie.
Music before the service:

The Organist plays:

Prelude in E flat bwv 552i
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
The Representative of the Commonwealth Secretary-General is received by the Rector at the East Door and conducted to their seat.  All stand, and then sit.

The Lord Mayor of Westminster is received by the Rector at the East Door and conducted to her seat.  All stand, and then sit.
His Excellency The High Commissioner for Pakistan is received by the Rector at the East Door and conducted to his seat.  All stand, and then sit.

Hymns covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 1040271.
ORDER OF SERVICE

All stand as the Clergy enter.

All remain standing.  Canon Tremlett says

THE BIDDING

Dear friends, we gather this evening in remembrance and thanksgiving for the life of Shahbaz Bhatti, Federal Minister for Minorities in Pakistan and a courageous upholder of the rights of minorities in his homeland.  Acknowledging Bhatti’s devout Roman Catholicism, Pope Benedict has expressed the hope that his ‘moving sacrifice’ would inspire ‘courage and commitment to strive for religious freedom for all men’.  As fellow-Christians of many traditions, together with all people of good will, we too signal our desire that his sacrifice would sow the seeds not of further division, but of greater understanding between communities and faiths.  In hearing Bhatti’s own words, we recognise a true disciple who shouldered the Cross of Christ and has won the Crown of Glory. 

Silence is kept.
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen.
All sing

THE HYMN

Blest are the pure in heart,

   for they shall see our God,

the secret of the Lord is theirs,

   their soul is Christ’s abode.

The Lord, who left the heavens

   our life and peace to bring,

to dwell in lowliness with men,

   their pattern and their King;
Still to the lowly soul

   he doth himself impart,

and for his dwelling and his throne

   chooseth the pure in heart.

Lord, we thy presence seek;

   may ours this blessing be;

give us a pure and lowly heart,

   a temple meet for thee.
Franconia 341 NEH
John Keble (1792–1866)

William Henry Havergal (1793–1870)
and others

adapted from König’s Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz Frankfurt, 1738

All remain standing for
THE LIGHTING OF A CANDLE
The Right Reverend Declan R Lang, Bishop of Clifton, representing the Archbishop of Westminster, accompanied by The Right Reverend Dr Alexander Malik, Bishop of Lahore, and two young members of the Pakistani Christian Community, says:

Jesus says, ‘I am the Light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.’

We light this candle in memory of Shahbaz Bhatti, our dear brother in Christ.
The Candle is lit.

The voice of Shahbaz Bhatti predicting his assassination is played.

Canon Tremlett says:
Strengthened by the witness Shahbaz Bhatti bore to Jesus Christ in his death, let us confess our sins and pray for the courage to shine as lights in the world to the glory of God the Father.

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, in what we have thought, in what we have said and done, through ignorance, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We have wounded your love, and marred your image in us. We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past; and lead us out from darkness to walk as children of light. Amen.

Canon Tremlett gives
THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive you your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
All sit.  Mrs Saleema Bibi reads in Urdu
PHILIPPIANS 3: 7–11
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
A TRIBUTE
by

Alistair Burt mp
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at the Foreign & Commonwealth Office
All remain seated.  
Daud and Yousaf Moghal, members of the Christian Urdu Association, sing:
Christian youth!  Change the world, change the story of the sorrow of life.
Show then the way, those that are lost; preach the gospel to each household, change people’s way of thinking.

It’s time to wake up the world, sing the song in the new tune; if it’s not touching, then change the song.

Raise the flag of Jesus Christ, light the world like David; those who are in the dark, bring them to the light.
A TRIBUTE
by
Canon Yaqub Masih

Chairman, Pakistan Christian Concern
All remain seated to say
PSALM 27: 1–3, 13–end

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?:  The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?

When the wicked, even my enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh:  they stumbled and fell.

Though a host encamp against me, my heart shall not be afraid:  and though there rise up war against me, yet will I put my trust in him.
Though my father and my mother forsake me:  the Lord will take me up.

Teach me your way, O Lord:  lead me on a level path, because of those who lie in wait for me.

Deliver me not into the will of my adversaries:  for false witnesses have risen up against me, and those who breathe out violence.

I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord:  in the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord; be strong and he shall comfort your heart:  wait patiently for the Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen.

A TRIBUTE
by
The Right Reverend Dr Alexander Malik
Bishop of Lahore
Mr Mervyn Thomas, Chief Executive Officer, Christian Solidarity Worldwide, reads

MATTHEW 10: 28–33

Jesus summoned the twelve and sent them out with the following instruction:  ‘Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.  Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  And even the hairs of your head are all counted.  So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.  Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.’
All stand to sing
THE HYMN

I am the Bread of life,

   he who comes to me shall not hunger,

he who believes in me shall not thirst.

   No one can come to me

unless the Father draw him.

     And I will raise him up,

     and I will raise him up,

     and I will raise him up on the last day.

The bread that I will give

   is my flesh for the life of the world,

and he who eats of this bread,

   he shall live for ever,

he shall live for ever.

     And I will raise him up…

Unless you eat

   of the flesh of the Son of Man

and drink of his blood,

   and drink of his blood,

you shall not have life within you.

     And I will raise him up...

I am the Resurrection,

   I am the Life,

he who believes in me

   even if he die,

he shall live for ever.

     And I will raise him up…

Yes, Lord, we believe

   that you are the Christ,

The Son of God

   who has come

into the world.
      And I will raise him up…

Sister Suzanne Toolan rsm
Sister Suzanne Toolan rsm
THE HOMILY

by

The Right Reverend Tony Robinson
Chair, The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Pakistan Focus Group
The Reverend Ralph Godsall, Minor Canon of Westminster, introduces
THE PRAYERS

Let us pray.

All kneel or remain seated.
O God, who has called men and women in every land to be a holy nation, a royal priesthood, the Body of your dear Son; unite us in mutual love across the barriers of race and culture, and strengthen us in our common task of being Christ and showing Christ to the world he came to save; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
The Reverend Tim Dean, Executive Secretary, First Step Forum, says:
Let us give thanks for the life and witness of Shahbaz Bhatti to the Christian faith; for his fearless championing of religious minorities in Pakistan; for his tireless striving for social harmony and justice; for his steadfast courage in the face of every threat to his life; and for his devotion and service to religious freedom in his country.

Almighty and everlasting God, who kindled the flame of your love in the heart of Shahbaz Bhatti, grant the same faith and power of love to us; that, as we give thanks for his courage and faith, we may profit by his example and shine as lights in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Right Reverend Mano Rumalshah, formerly Bishop of Peshawar, says:
Let us pray for the Church in Pakistan: for Christian minorities living under threat of attack in Pakistan; for Pakistani Christians scattered across this country; for freedom to live the Christian faith without fear; for protection from hatred and intimidation; and for greater friendship and understanding between communities and faiths in Pakistan.
Blessed are you, almighty Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for your guiding power which has brought us to serve you in your church.  Look upon us, we beseech you, who are called by the name of your dear Son, and grant that we may ever walk worthily of our Christian vocation.  Unite us all in mutual love and forbearance; put far from us all selfish indifference to the needs of others; and give us grace gladly to bear our burdens and fulfil our duties as members of your church and citizens of our country, to the glory of your name; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
Mrs Moseena Rana says in Urdu:
Let us pray for our brothers and sisters in Pakistan: for all who are persecuted for their faith in Christ and for God’s forgiveness upon their persecutors.
Father of all, remember not only the men and women of good will, but also those of ill will.  But do not remember all of the suffering they have inflicted upon us:  instead remember the fruits we have borne because of this suffering – our fellowship, our loyalty to one another, our humility, our courage, our generosity, the greatness of heart that has grown from this trouble.  When our persecutors come to be judged by you, let all of these fruits that we have borne be their forgiveness.  This we ask for the sake of our merciful and righteous judge, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of All England and Metropolitan, says:

God our Father, whose power is shown in compassion and whose justice gives hope to all your creation, strengthen with your mercy and justice all who work for peace and understanding between nations, between communities of faith, and between neighbours.  May the gift of your Spirit of truth and peace be poured out especially upon the people and leaders of Pakistan, so that fear may be overcome, prejudice and hatred be taken away, and trust restored.  We give you thanks for the witness of all who have risked their lives for reconciliation, and pray that all who live at risk because of their faith will know your presence and your blessing, and be given the courage to seek a place at the feet of Jesus.  May the people of Pakistan be renewed and revived, an example of just and loving fellowship in the service of the common good; and may the suffering Church there and elsewhere put to flight all the darkness of hatred in human hearts.

All this we ask for the sake of our crucified Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave his life so that all might live reconciled to you in the communion of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
All these prayers we offer to the Father, each in our own language, in the words our Saviour Christ has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.
All stand to sing

THE HYMN
during which the candles of the congregation are lit

with flame from the Shahbaz Bhatti memorial Candle.

Please pass the flame to those around you. 
I, the Lord of sea and sky,

I have heard my people cry.

All who dwell in dark and sin

my hand will save.

I who made the stars of night,

I will make their darkness bright.

Who will bear my light to them?

Whom shall I send?

   Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?

   I have heard you calling in the night.

   I will go, Lord, if you lead me.

   I will hold your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of snow and rain,

I have borne my people’s pain.

I have wept for love of them.

They turn away.

I will break their hearts of stone,

give them hearts for love alone.

I will speak my word to them.

Whom shall I send?
   Here I am, Lord…
I, the Lord of wind and flame,

I will tend the poor and lame.

I will set a feast for them.

My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide

till their hearts be satisfied.

I will give my life to them.

Whom shall I send?
   Here I am, Lord…
Here I am, Lord 470 CP
Daniel Schutte

Daniel Schutte (b 1947)
after Isaiah 6

All remain standing.  Canon Tremlett pronounces
THE BLESSING

May God give you his comfort and his peace, his light and his joy, in this world and the next; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

All remain standing as the Clergy depart.

Music after the service:

Fugue in E flat bwv 552ii
Johann Sebastian Bach
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