Transcripts of interviews featuring the Archbishop of Canterbury speaking about the situation in Zimbabwe

ITN Interview:

Callum Watkinson: Dr Williams just summarise for us what you are calling for today:

Archbishop of Canterbury: Well we want first of all to back the local enterprise and initiative of the Churches in the region. There have been several calls in recent days from Anglican leaders, Roman Catholic leaders and many others in the region asking for better levels of international mediations on the Zimbabwe situation. We want to back them and give them our support and solidarity.

CW: Obviously from TV pictures and accounts dripping out of Zimbabwe, the violence against the people is obviously being ratcheted up. Is that what has prompted you to move?

ABC: That is certainly one of the factors and on Monday this week I had an email from a teenager in Zimbabwe which simply laid out personally what they were enduring; what they were facing in terms of intimidation and also in terms of literal, real starvation. So that is certainly a motive but - as I say - also the trigger of the local Churches really getting their act together on this. 
CW: There have been some terrible reports. There was a woman in her eighties we featured on our news yesterday who had been badly beaten simply for registering as an opposition voter…

ABC: At the moment what we have got is a situation where there is a government without legitimacy whether in its own country or internationally and that just can’t be allowed to continue indefinitely so my question is, is there any possibility of high level mediation? Kofi Annan’s name has been mentioned, especially by some of the Christian leaders in the region, and I would want to see that explored very actively. 
CW: Would you say that the U.N. has been doing enough? Does it need to do more?

ABC: I think the U.N. now needs to look at this question of what sort of mediation might be appropriate. As I say we have got a name mentioned, we have got a suggestion of what sort of person might be credible here and I would like to see that explored. 

CW: For anyone who had been present at the independent celebrations for Zimbabwe in the 1980s, the difference between the country then and the country now really is a crying shame.

ABC: I will never forget someone in South Africa saying in the 80’s, ‘Look at Zimbabwe, it can feed itself.’ And when you look at what has been squandered over these years, it is an absolute tragedy. I’m not saying that it is entirely the fault of internal forces but it is a universal tragedy that has been compounded by bad management and that sort of insensitivity in the last few years of a…

CW: And just finally, do you think that our government and Gordon Brown have been doing enough on this problem in recent months. 

ABC: I think that they have been trying to get people around tables. They have been putting the pressure on South Africa and so forth but I think that more needs to be done now. 

CW: Thank you very much. 



BBC Interview:

Robert Piggott: Just how serious do you believe the position potentially in Zimbabwe is?
Archbishop of Canterbury: We are looking at a major humanitarian crisis looming up. Just on Monday this week I had an email from a teenager in Zimbabwe describing their own experience of what it was like in Zimbabwe at the moment, not only the intimidation but also the increasing problem of food security, food availability. People are literally on the edge of starvation. That combined with the explosiveness of the overall situation can generate huge suffering, more violence. I think that we are looking at a meltdown. 
RP: A meltdown in African countries like this in the past has meant a real catastrophe hasn’t it. A humanitarian catastrophe. 

ABC: A real humanitarian catastrophe whose consequences are very long-term. There are countries in the African continent that are still living with the consequences of disasters ten of fifteen years ago. It is not something that will go away overnight. 

RP: Using this strong intervention, what do you hope to achieve with Britain in particular – civil society here. 

ABC: I hope we can raise the profile in civil society here of this crisis and also encourage people to put some energy into government level and popular level behind the idea of better high level mediation on this. Now the Bishops in Zimbabwe, our own Bishops and the Roman Catholic Bishops there in South Africa have suggested that somebody like Kofi Annan could serve as a high level mediator in this kind of context. Somebody with no obvious political agenda. I think we need to be looking very hard at that sort of solution at the moment because at present we have a regime in Zimbabwe which doesn’t have legitimacy inside or outside the country, that is being purely defensive in its reaction to criticism and that isn’t responding to the huge humanitarian needs on the ground and time is not on anyone’s side. We need that mediation very, very urgently. 
RP: Has SADC done enough do you believe?

ABC: I think there is still a lot more that could be done in thinking through what mediation is appropriate. I think pressure still can be put on. 
RP: What about our own government? They have made some efforts but it hasn’t been enough has it?

ABC: They have made some efforts and, you know, I don’t want to say that they have lacked interest in this but the cogs haven’t engaged yet. Somehow we haven’t got the energy or the momentum that will bring about the kind of mediation that really will change things. 
RP: What would you like to see them do in particular?

ABC: I would like to see them go back to the neighbouring countries, to South African government yet again, I would like to see them do what they can through the U.N. and I would like to see what they can do in developing these mediations structures and possibilities that we have been talking about. 

RP: The Anglican Church has a strong voice in Africa, has it done enough? Has it brought enough pressure to bear?

ABC: I’m very, very admiring of what the Anglican Church in Zimbabwe has achieved in the last year or so. Until recently we had in Harare a Bishop who was an uncritical supporter of the regime. We now have a Bishop who is very courageously drawing together strands of civil society, very courageously trying to focus the possibilities for the modern ground and resistance to all the pressures to keep silence. I think that the Church in Zimbabwe really has found its voice and its soul in the last year or so and along with other Churches in the region is now putting the pressure on where it needs to come. There are so few civil society institutions in Zimbabwe that are reliable and long-term, the Church is one of them. I think now that it really has got some momentum it needs every encouragement and part of the point of this statement is to give our strongest possible support to our friends and brothers there. 

RP: How do you react to when you hear this Chinese ship off the coast of East Africa is loaded with weaponry bound for Zimbabwe?

ABC: It does seem to me that this is the last time that Zimbabwe needs more weaponry imported and whatever nation is involved I would hope that they are prepared back off. 

RP: How do you account for them sending them in the first place?

ABC: Well that is a long and complicated question. I don’t have any of the relevant details here. I know that there has been a relationship between China and Zimbabwe in the past and what you future of that will be is anybody’s guess. 

RP: Thank you very much Dr Williams.



BBC World Service Interview:
Alex Ritson: So why are you making this statement specifically today?

Archbishop of Canterbury: Two reasons: one is that in the last week we have had a lot of statements made by Church leaders in the region, in South Africa as well as Zimbabwe, and we thought now is the moment to give our backing to their statements. The second has been of course the escalation this week of the pressure, intimidation and general tension and the message I had on Monday from a teenager in Zimbabwe saying tell people what is going on - this is my experience in Zimbabwe, the threat of starvation, of daily violence – and people just need to hear it from individuals; not just in terms of news reports. 
AR: Now it’s a long statement but if you could just sum up the main points? What is it you want to see happen?

ABC: We want to see more pressure being brought to get the proper kind of high level mediation brought into Zimbabwe. It is not something that is going to be resolved overnight but you need a trustworthy person or group who can go in and do some brokerage. The name Kofi Anan has been mentioned by some people, we don’t mention that in the statement, but our own Bishop in Harare has said that’s an area worth pursuing. Pressure for mediation.

AR: And I have also seen you mention an arms embargo and you hint towards the ship which tried to dock in South Africa with arms thought to be for Zimbabwe, what do you want to see there?

ABC: Well certain this is no time to be bringing more arms into Zimbabwe. If you look around the continent you can see that these sorts of circumstances were there is meltdown in food security, in the economy and so forth these are flashpoints for communal violence. To bring arms into he country is either to encourage a government of repressive violence or it’s to encourage factional violence-  either of those would be a disaster. 
AR: So who are you aiming your call for an arms embargo at?

ABC: Anybody who is trying to import arms. I don’t know the details of the ship that is being held back but I hope it doesn’t get there. 

AR: Who else do you want to listen to that call?

ABC: I’d like our own government to listen. I’d like the governments of the region to listen and I wouldn’t mind some other governments, including that of China, to listen. 

AR: Who do you represent in this?

ABC: We represent primarily our own bothers and sisters in Zimbabwe and in the region who need a voice here. These are people we are in touch with almost daily. 
AR: What are the messages you are getting from them at the moment?

ABC: The messages we are getting from fellow Bishops and Church leaders in the region are of course that the situation is desperate, that they just need this to be constantly before the worlds eyes and that they expect us to do our part in keeping it before the world’s eyes. 

AR: You hinted at the danger though that they are facing on a daily basis. 

ABC: I think that there is no doubt at all that some Christian leaders in Zimbabwe have already faced intimidation. I know for a fact that our own Bishop in Harare does have to take risks against casual violence, with what level of official sponsorship we don’t know, but there is violence and a threat to them. 

AR: Is there not a risk though that you could make things worse, particularly for Christians?

ABC: That’s why we have only acted when we have felt confident that this is the best thing that we could do for our colleagues in Zimbabwe. We have acted on their advice and on consultation with them. 

AR: Thank you. 



Interview by Lambeth Palace Press Office:

Question: Why this statement and why now?

Archbishop of Canterbury: Why now, because at the moment the Christian leadership in South Africa and Zimbabwe is asking the world to notice. It’s said some very important things in the last few days, it’s been pleading for higher level mediation in the region, suggested that someone like Kofi Annan might be drawn in, it’s a good moment I think to add our voice to theirs. 
Q: What messages are you getting from the Churches in Southern Africa?

ABC: That the immediate practical situation threatens starvation, further violence, a meltdown of civil society and that there is no time to waste.
Q: You’re calling for prayer. What else do you want to see happen?

ABC: We are calling for prayer. We are calling for those who are trying to ship arms into the region to step back and we are calling for people to explore the possibilities of proper mediation. 

Q: Are you hopeful in the long run?

ABC: We have to be hopeful in the long run. There are huge resources in Zimbabwe and huge energy and commitment and resourcefulness within the Christian community. I want to see that used properly and constructively. 

Q: Thank you very much. 

